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CASA MEZT ITLA 

EL Tepozteco Retreat 

Settled a t the base of a dramatic 

outcropp ing of preh iscoric rock 

formatio ns in an area ca lled Meztitla 

(which means "place near the moon" 

in the Nahuatl language) . this home 

lies o n the ou tskirts ofTepoztlan 

and was c reated to showcase the 

extraord ina ry natu ral bea uty of 

the s ite. It was desig ned by Mex ico 

City-based firm EDAA, w ho dev ised 

an un usual s tructure t hat wou ld 

open ou t to, as well as blend into, the 

landscape throug h an in novative 

approach to indoor-o u tdoor 

bo undaries. Co nstructed of locally 

sourced lava stone, li mestone and 

concrete, t he low-s lung profi le 

s its under the jungle ca nopy wi th 

a mo noli thic box for m that juts 

th rough the tree cops. 

Cons ist ing o f fo ur d is ti net zones, 

the inter io rs a re co m posed ofa series 

o f interrelated rooms con necting 

th rough outdoor areas perpetua lly 

o pen to natu re.The L-shaped 

su nken living room, d in ing a rea 

and ki tchen zone feature mass ive 

pivoting glass doo rs that blur the 

lines even further. The fo ur en-su ite 

bedrooms a re loca ted in t he cen te r 

of the house and each have g lass 

walls that im merse you in to nature 

as well as priva te pa tios. Upstairs, 

is a n addi tiona l stud io space 

w ith access to the large roofto p 

te rraces. Furnish ings and decor a re 

min imalist, w ith natu ra l fabrics, 

wood and steel and tropical Mexican 

fu rniture such as hammocks. 

The re is a storm wate r catchment 

system devised to provid e 

sus tai nable year rou nd wa te r fo r 

the entire prope rty including the 

u niquely designed long pool. 

The pro perry features landscaped 

te rraces co nstructed over 500 years 

ago by native Te poztecos, beneath 

the c raggy El Tepozteco mo un ta ins 

and beau t ifu I nat ive gardens. 

A s tu nn ing accom paniment to the 

la ndsca pe, t his ho use is en tirely 

at o ne w ith its su rround ings. 



designed bl,! E DAA, Luis Ar turo Garcia 

photos bl,! Yoshihiro Koitani 

CO UNTRY LIV IN G 

W HAT WE LIK E 

Designed b~ Mexico Cit~-based 

architects E DAA, the expressive 

modern st~Le and earth~ materials 

of th is home create a Luxuriousl~ 

all-natural experience. The massive 

pivoting glass doors and inter­

related spaces form a never-end ing 

relationship with the extraordinar ~ 

Landscape. 


